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CHAP. The Kins; accordingly sent for the ambassador to come
M" to him ; but having been previously warned by a message
from the Castilian, Yasco da Gama asked that hostages
1498. might be sent on board his ships. To this His.Majesty
agreed, and sent three Nairs of distinction, one of whom
was the gazil's nephew. The Castilian managed to com-
municate this last-named fact, and, on the arrival of the
hostages, Yasco da Gama detained the nephew of the
qazil and one of the Nairs. He then went towards the
shore accompanied by twelve persons, besides some of his
household and a band of trumpeters, and the other Nair,
whom he sent to the King to announce his arrival; but as
it appeared that His Majesty had gone away, Vasco da
Gama refused to land, but said that when the King re-
turned and could see him he would come back again;
and he then returned to his ship.

The King having been informed of what had happened
returned next day, and sent to tell Vasco da Gama that he
was waiting to see him at his palace. The latter imme^
diately went on shore, and, having put on a sumptuous
dress, he went in full procassion, accompanied by his
present for the King. Da Gama's dress consisted of a
long cloak, coming down to his feet, of tawny-coloured
satin, lined with smooth brocade, underneath which was a
short tunic of blue satin, and white buskins. On his head
he wore a cap with lappels of blue velvet, with a white
feather fastened under a splendid medal; on his shoulders
a valuable enamel collar, and a rich sash with a handsome
dagger at his waist. His present consisted of a piece
of very fine scarlet cloth and a piece of crimson velvet;
a piece of yellow satin; a chair covered with brocade of
deep nap, studded with silver gilt nails ; a cushion of
crimson satin with tassels of gold thread^ and another,
cushion of red satin for the feet; a hand-basin chased
and gilt, with an ewer of the same kind ; a large gilt
mirror; fifty scarlet caps with buttons and tassels of